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2. MANNER OR PURPOSE OF USE OF WAY

( 427. Traveling; Who Are Travelers. While the rule has been frequently stated that the duty imposed is to keep the way reasonably safe for travelers, and that the public authority or individual charged with responsibility is not liable for damages occasioned by defects in highways to persons who are not travelers thereon at the time the injury occurs,15 the terms "travel" and "traveler" are usually construed in their broad and general sense where used in this connection, rather than in a narrow and restricted one.16 and the duty and consequent liability is extended so as to include all those who rightfully use the highways viatically, and who have occasion to pass over them for the purpose of business, convenience, or pleasure.17 Accordingly, persons injured by defects or obstructions in a highway may recover therefor, although they were walking or driving thereon idly or merely in pursuit of pleasure.18 Furthermore, travelers upon public highways have the right to do all acts reasonably incident to a viatic use of the way, without losing their character as such.19  The use of a sidewalk by the owner of a lot, for communication with the street, is as legitimate as the use for passing longitudinally along it, and is under the protection of the same degree of care.20
The employees of a public service corporation the structures of which are located within or across a highway, while making a viatic use of the way in the performance of their duties, are within the protection of the rules relating to the safety thereof.1 The same is true of a public employee engaged in the performance of duties incident to the maintenance of the way.2  The mere fact that one is engaged in work upon a highway does not, however, bring him within the protection due a traveler; he may, under some circumstances, be regarded as a licensee onlg.3 

